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RAYfLECtionS

Over 150 people attended the CBF of Arkansas sponsored screening of the Baptist Center for Ethics’ 
newly released and already award winning DVD, “Beneath the Skin: Baptists and Racism.”  A panel 
discussion moderated by Marion Humphrey, a Circuit Judge and Minister included: Mark DeYmaz, senior 
pastor of Mosaic Church of Central Arkansas; Mary Ferguson, active in race relations ministry with her 
late husband Dr. Bob Ferguson; Dr. Sybil Hampton, educator, administrator and President Emeritus of 
the Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation; and Dr. Fitz Hill, president of Arkansas Baptist College.  Presenters 
included: Matt Cook, pastor of Second Baptist; Dr. Kevin Heifner, CBFAR moderator; Dr. Steven Arnold, 
senior pastor of St. Mark Baptist Church; Wendell Griffen, Appeals Court Judge and minister; Dr. Chester 
Thompson, senior pastor of Zion Hill Baptist Church in Camden and CBFAR moderator-elect; and Ray 
Higgins, CBFAR coordinator.  Future screenings are being set up around Arkansas with the goal of fostering 
mutual relationships and ministry partnerships.

God is using CBF of Arkansas!
In our first year on the Arkansas 

Baptist College campus, two houses 
have been completely renovated (our 
office and a house for ABC’s national 
mentoring program), and three more 
houses are under renovation with 
more housing being purchased for 
renovation.

Pulaski Heights baptist Church in 
Little rock just gave Arkansas Baptist 
College $11,000 to purchase a house 
to be renovated as a men’s dorm.

169 people attended our screening 
of “Beneath the Skin: Baptists & 
Racism,” and more screenings are 
being scheduled around the state in 
2009.

we are working with Rolling Hills 
baptist Church in Fayetteville to put a 
campus minister at the U of A and on 
the pastoral team at rHBC.

we are working with the newells to 
create a two year internship in Helena 
for a recent ASU graduate.

we are working with the Mcnarys to 
renovate a coffeehouse/church facility 
for the roma people in Cinobana, 
Slovakia as early as this summer.

In partnership with Rev. Carolyn 
Staley, we are creating a network and 
peer learning group for Baptist women 
in Ministry in Arkansas.

We are very grateful for your 
support of CBFAr.   One thing we can 
guarantee. Your support is making 
a dramatic difference in the lives of 
people that God loves and in places 
that God cares about.

Cbf-AR Spring Conference

From left to right, Charles Ray, Ray Higgins, 
Cheryl Allen (senior pastor in South Africa), 
and Dr. Fitz Hill.

GREG CARtER 
Friday Night Musical Artist

bRiAn MCLAREn
Friday Night Keynote Speaker

Brian McLaren leads a workshop for Young Leaders Friday, April 24 from 10:00AM to 
2:00PM At Second Place, Second Baptist Church email rhiggins@cbfar.org for reservations.
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baptist Center for Ethics DVD Screening and Discussion

beneath the Skin: 
baptists 
and Racism

Friday & Saturday,
April 24–25

at  
Second baptist 

Church Downtown 
Little rock
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ARkAnSAS bAPtiSt C0LLEGE PARtnERSHiP 

On Saturday, November 22, over 300 volunteers from local churches came 
to Arkansas Baptist College to work and serve for ShareFest.  They cleaned 
vacant lots, did campus landscaping, painted the day care, classrooms and 
offices, and worked on small construction projects.  ABC was one of 10 
ShareFest sites in Central Arkansas.  CBF of Arkansas facilitated the part-
nership between ShareFest and ABC.

FIRST RENOVATION: CBFAR Office SECOND RENOVATION: Before and After

AbC Campus House Renovations

Millard fuller Visits Arkansas

Millard Fuller has built affordable housing for over 1 million people since 
he founded Habitat for Humanity.  Now founder and president of the Fuller 
Center for Housing, CBF of Arkansas brought Fuller back to Little Rock for 
a second visit in September, when he spoke to a conference of affordable 
housing leaders.  Fuller is pictured with Chris Ellis and Matt Cook of Second 
Baptist, Little Rock; and with a group at the housing conference.

Sharefest

fitz Hill Speaks at Cbf Churches

Dr. Fitz Hill, president of Arkansas Baptist College, preached in August at 
First Baptist Church in Mountain Home.  Pastor David Johnson and the church 
sponsored Dr. Hill and 8 ABC administrators for the Leadership Summit.

Dr. Hill and the ABC Choir led worship at Rolling Hills Baptist Church in 
Fayetteville in October.  Pastor Steve Sheely planned the event for the 
community to learn about ABC.

Dr. Fitz Hill & Dr. David Johnson Dr. Fitz Hill and Rev. Steve Sheely
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Bo Prosser, CBF’s Coordinator for Congregational Life, met with CBF part-
ner church pastoral teams during an Arkansas tour in September.  He will 
return March 7-1�, �009 to lead seminars for churches on developing Bible 
teachers and discipleship facilitators.  Contact the CBFAR office if you are 
interested.

Dasa Hanesova and  
klara Uhrinova

CBF sponsored pastor peer learning groups from northwest, central and 
southwest Arkansas met at Subiaco Abbey for fellowship and a tour of the 
retreat facilities.  Steve Sheely, Chester Thompson, and Stan Wilson serve 
as the facilitators.

Pastor Peer Learning Group CBFAr is partnering with Baptist Health’s Department of 
Pastoral Care to sponsor two seminary graduates from Slovakia 
who are enrolled in baptist Health’s Clinical Pastoral Education 
Program.  

Dasa Hanesova and klara Uhrinova arrived in Little rock in 
August and will finish the program in July 2009.  Stan Wilson, 
director of BH’s Pastoral Care Department and a member of 
CBFAr’s Coordinating Council, learned about Dasa and Klara 
from Shane & Dianne Mcnary, CBF field personnel in Slovakia.  
Dasa & Klara have spoken in several CBF partner churches, 
including Pulaski Heights Baptist, Zion Hill Baptist in Camden, 
and Mountain Springs Baptist in rogers.

Jim Russell, former CBFAR moderator, hosted a Regional Fellowship Gather-
ing in Bentonville in October.

Regional fellowship bentonville

CbfAR finAnCES
Income—July 08 to Dec 15, 2008

$73,401.47
Budget—July to Dec 08

$113,944.34

Income—July 07 to Dec 15, 2007
$77,622.12

Budget—July to Dec 07
$97,749.24

in these uncertain economic times, we are very 
grateful for your gifts to CbfAR.

I.R.S. regulations require that contribution must be received 
or postmarked by December 31, 2008 in order to be included 
on 2008 contribution records.  Contributions that do not meet 
these requirements will be credited as 2009 contributions.
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2008 All Church Challenge Report
Led by Ben & Leonora Newell, the 2008 All Church 
Challenge in Helena involved 24 churches and faith-
based organizations bringing 285 volunteers from 
outside Arkansas; 12 Helena area church and faith-
based organization with 80 volunteers; 27 community 
organizations & businesses.  The mission volunteers 
served 345 children and youth.  Another 50 kids were 
served in Lake View and Elaine.  Volunteers worked 
on 3 homes, 1 preschool building, the public pool 
pavilion, built storage bins at the Community Center, 
and worked in 3 community gardens.  Other volun-
teers visited the homebound and elderly.  Cookies and 
brownies were distributed to the community’s public 
servants (Police, Fire & Rescue).

Plan to volunteer in the  
2009 All Church Challenge  

in Helena
July 11-18 & 19-24

Mollie Palmer

new Light Missionary  
baptist Church

After 3 years of work, The new Light Missionary baptist 
Church of Helena dedicated their new 14,000 square foot 
worship and education facility in downtown Helena.  Russell 
Miller, deacon at First Baptist, Mountain Home, and Harold 
Duncan, deacon and trustee at nLMBC led the volunteer 
effort.  Rev. Ed Wade is pastor. russell Miller (right), Harold 
Duncan (second from right) rev. ed wade (second from left) 
is pastor.Leslie Blake (right), an M.Div. & MSW student at Baylor University & 

Truett Seminary will serve her internship in Helena during the Spring 
Semester �009.  Leslie’s home church, First Baptist, El Dorado, is 
funding her internship.  Ben Newell and CBF of Arkansas are partnering 
with Baylor University to make this internship possible.

Leslie blake

Senator Blanche Lincoln, a Helena native, and Ben Newell, CBF field per-
sonnel in Helena, met recently to discuss ways to improve the quality of 
life of residents in the Arkansas Delta. Contact Ben & Leonora Newell, 
bnewell22@gmail.com or the CBFAR office.

CBF of Arkansas is raising 
$25,000 to establish Mollie 
Palmer, a north Little rock 
native and Arkansas State 
University graduate, as an 
intern in Helena beginning 
June 2009. 

Senator blanche Lincoln
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Cbf GLobAL

Cbf’s goal for the offering for Global Missions is $6.1 million.  You may go online at  
www.thefellowship.info to give, or send your gift to the CBF of Arkansas office, or send your gift 
to Cbf, P. o. box 450329, Atlanta, GA 31145.

Jim & Becky Smith were formerly CBF field personnel living in Ger-
many.  They are now living in Atlanta.  Jim is CBF’s director of field 
ministries.  Becky is CBF’s area coordinator for mission teams.

CBFAR is raising $15,000 to fund renovations and improvements to the cof-
feehouse/church in Cinobana, Slovakia used by the Roma community.  CBFAR 
hopes to send a renovation team to Cinobana in the summer or fall 2009.

Greg & Sue Smith are CBF 
field personnel working with 
Latinos in Fredericksburg, 
VA.  You may find out more 
about the Smiths by going to 
http://www.thefellowship.
info/Missions/Field-per-
sonnel/Smith.

Brenda Lisenby is one 
of CBF’s field person-
nel in China and is 
one of CBFAR’s global 
partners.  You may 
find out more about 
Brenda by going to 
http://www.thefel-
lowship.info/Mis-
s ions/Fie ld -per-
sonnel/Lisenby.

Shane & Dianne McNary 
and their children, Allie 
& Taylor, are CBF field 
personnel is Slovakia.  
You may find out more 
about the McNarys by 
going to  http://www.
thefellowship.info/
Missions/Field-per-
sonnel/McNary.

Shane & Dianne Mcnary

Cinobana

brenda Lisenby

Greg & Sue Smith  Jim & becky Smith

Pre-Register For The 

2009 CBF General 
Assembly
July 2 & 3 
in Houston, Texas

 by going to 

www.thefellowship.info/assembly.
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Cbf DiSAStER RESPonSE

Charles Ray
Cbf’s national Disaster Response Coordinator
CbfAR’s Special Projects Coordinator
Between February and Labor I felt as if I was 
becoming a part of the weather Channel on 

television.  Our year started with a crippling snow fall that 
stopped much of our state for nearly a week.  Then on the 
evening of february 5, a day we were calling Super Tuesday, 
because much of the country voted in a Presidential primary, 
our state took a severe blow.  As the national news networks 
were about to deliver results, local weather reporters began 
alerting residents in four states to a potential disaster.  

what later became known as the largest super cell ever 
recorded roared out of Oklahoma.  Before it lifted, Missouri, 
Arkansas, tennessee and Oklahoma recorded 59 deaths and 
billions of dollars in damage.  in Arkansas the cell stayed on 
the ground for 125 miles, climbing mountains and ripping 
through valleys.

As bad as this was the worst was yet to come.  FEMA 
rushed 125 people and a caravan of mobile equipment into 
the state.  The Red Cross opened an office with 130 workers.  
CBF Ar responded with teams in both Clinton and Adkins.  
Our Partner, American Baptist Association from tampa, FL 
arrived two days later.  As we worked in central Arkansas, 
they mobilized to the northern edge of destruction in the Mt. 
Home area.

A little known statistic is that Oklahoma held the record for 
the most Presidential declared disasters in one year—8.  It 
was February and we already had two.  Well before we began 
seeing progress in the wake of the super cell damage we were 
staggered by a continuous series of disasters.  flooding on 
the White and black Rivers began in March and threatened 
75% of the Delta’s crop land.  Another Declaration.  CBF’s 
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shower trailer was dispatched to Mt. View and remained for two 
months while being used by FEMA.

then more tornadoes.  Van buren County is hit for the second 
time in two months.  Crittenden, Arkansas and Phillips counties 
are heavily damaged.  More deaths and more staggering 
monetary losses.  We were spread thin and since no recovery 
funds come from our budget we were broke.

We still faced the hurricane season and had to remain 
alert to the possibility of needing to prepare for thousands 
of evacuees from the Gulf.  what no one would have believed 
was that two category 3 storms would not only hit Louisiana and 
texas, but would stall out over north Arkansas and create more 
havoc with extremely heavy rain.

And what about that record held by Oklahoma?  We broke it in 
October when the President issued Declaration number 9 as a 
result of Hurricane ike.  

As we look back on a tumultuous year we have learned much. 
• we are not alone.  
• We are stronger than this time last year.
• Our supporters are our greatest asset.
• Working beside our Catholic, Methodist and Missionary 
Baptist friends is enlightening.

we can not wait to react but must be helping people that we 
don’t even know all year.  As we prepare to enter 2009 we 
plead for your continued support.  Please remember that we 
can offer help to those in need only to the degree that you 
support this work. 

A very special thanks to all who helped with this work physically 
and with your checks.
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Special Gifts to CBF of AR

Address Service requested
Keep in touch with CBF of Arkansas 
through our website: www.cbfar.org
Please send your email address to 

rhiggins@cbfar.org if you would like to be 
included in our email communications.

Dr. Ray Higgins, Coordinator
Dr. Tom Logue, Coordinator Emeritus

Charles Ray, National Disaster Response 
Coordinator and CBFAR’s Special Projects 

Coordinator
Chrystal Ball, Administrative Assistant

CBF of AR Officers  
Dr. Kevin Heifner, Little Rock—Moderator

Dr. Chester Thompson, Camden—Moderator-Elect
Charlie Cole Chaffin, Benton—Past Moderator

Norma Caldwell, Pine Bluff—Recorder
Mitzi Bass, Arkadelphia—AR member of the  

CBF National Coordinating Council
Dr. Chester Thompson, Camden—member Ethnic 
Network of the CBF National Coordinating Council

in memory of Roy Gene Edge by Dr. Tom Logue

in memory of Carol Allison by Bill & Charlotte Bruster

in memory of bill oaks and in honor of bill talley  
by Jim & Sherry Grant

in memory of Dena bowers by Gerald & Betsy Berry

in memory of Johnny Heflin by Dr. Boo & Mary Heflin

in memory of kay Wilcox by Sarah Park

in memory of kay Wilcox by Jackie Wheeler

in memory of kay Wilcox by Troy & Paula Green

in memory of kay Wilcox by Mel & Judy Fuller

in memory of kay Wilcox by Lynn Heflin

in memory of Carol Allison & kay Wilcox  
by Ray & Judy Higgins

to the Arkansas Purpose Project in memory of  
kay Wilcox and in honor of Dr. Ray Higgins,  
bob Wilcox, Jackie Wheeler, Mrs. & Mrs. D. M. Lewis, 
Mr. & Mrs. L. E. Lay, Mr. & Mrs. troy Green,  
Mr. & Mrs. Warner Garner & Dr. & Mrs. bob Gosser  
by Joe & Margo Timmons

Dr. Randel Everett, former Arkansas pastor and new executive director 
of the Baptist General Convention of texas, welcomes Randy Hyde, pastor 
of Pulaski Heights Baptist Church in Little rock, and Ray Higgins, CBFAr 
Coodinator, to the BGCT offices in Dallas during a Hunger Awareness 
Convocation sponsored by the Christian Life Commission.  Shannon 
Holman of Lonoke also attended the convocation from Arkansas.  
Shannon’s father, Phil Strickland, directed the Christian Life Commission 
for twenty five years.




