
Recently, I enjoyed a devo-
tional series on “faith that
moves mountains” written by my friend and
colleague, Dr. Blake McKinney, senior pastor of
First Baptist Church, Lee’s Summit, MO.

About Matthew 17:20, Blake writes: “what’s
the mountain in your way right now? ... a
mountain of debt... a pile of responsibilities...
an illness... a cloud of depression... a tempta-
tion... maybe it’s more than one thing.”

As I read these words, I thought of CBF mis-
sionaries, and especially our partners- Brenda
Lisenby in China, Shane & Dianne McNary in
Slovakia, Ryan & Cindy Clark in the Philip-
pines, and Greg & Sue Smith, serving with
Latinos in Virginia. Facing mountains.

I thought of the Together for Hope ministries
in the US, and especially our work in the
Arkansas Delta that Catherine Bahn and Mollie
Palmer lead, and the churches, organizations
and people with whom we partner. Facing
mountains.

I thought of our neighbor and partner,
Arkansas Baptist College led by President Fitz
Hill. Dr. Hill is leading the college after the
tragic shooting of one of their fine student-ath-
letes, who was helping a friend change a flat
tire. Facing mountains.

I thought of our partner churches, their pas-
tors and lay leaders, who are engaged in mis-
sions around the world and ministries in their
communities. Facing mountains.

I thought of the disaster response teams
active in Joplin, MO, LaPlace, LA, and Haiti.
Facing mountains.

I thought of our chaplains who minister in
prisons, in health care settings, in the military,
and in the workplace. Facing mountains.

There are mountains in front of us and the
people we serve. The mountain of violence, of
poverty, of prejudice, of joblessness, of illitera-
cy, of illness, of hopelessness. And, there is the
mountain of living life without Jesus.

Then Blake writes: “Don’t face the mountain
alone. Trust God enough to go after it with
him... and get ready to see a mountain move.”

Because you are part of the Fellowship
Community, we are facing these mountains
together. Because you serve with and give gen-
erously and sacrificially to our common mis-
sion, we are seeing mountains move.
To God be the glory! Ray

RAYFLECTIONS
Dr. Ray Higgins

CBFAR Coordinator

The 2012 All Church Challenge

Documentary On ABC Wins Emmy

the things that get in the way of service -
anger, impatience, lack of accountability -

and they learned how to combat those.
Then, they put what they learned to
work.
They took on the challenge of
working with kids. They loved,
encouraged, danced with,

made crafts with, and shared the
love of God with our Swim Camp kids

during both weeks of the ACC. They also
cooked dinner, led worship, provided the
daily "special activity" at camp, served din-
ner at our closing celebration, and built rela-
tionships with you, their fellow volunteers.

Our eyes opened to God’s daily, year-
round movement. We serve as mentors dur-
ing summer camp, in hopes that our children
will grow into Godly servants, practicing
what we preach to them: love.
Read more about the 2012 ACC at
www.togetherforhopear.com

The 2012 All Church Challenge focused
on local youth leadership. For years, our vol-
unteers have served local children in
Preschool Camp, Swim Camp, and Youth
Camp. This year, it was time for our local
youth to intentionally transition into volun-
teers.

Under the leadership of Zipporah Mondy,
these young men and women had 10 days
of intensive servant leadership training,
teaching them about the of sharing the
Gospel through relationships. They explored

A documentary about Dr. Fitz Hill and Arkansas Baptist
College entitled Growing Hope has won a regional Emmy
Award. University of Arkansas journalism professor, Larry Foley,
and Fayetteville resident, Jim Borden, produced the documentary.
The award was presented at the Mid-American chapter of the
National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences in Kansas City
on September 22. You may view the six minute video at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfvRvHbQfbc
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Stan’s Story
In 2010 many were ready to rename a

river an ocean. The Mississippi was out of
control and dozens of states were bracing
for the worst. As the destructive path moved
slowly toward Louisiana, thousands were
experiencing flooding, major loss of income
and property. In addition, a major Interstate
highway was closed creating a 300 plus
mile detour in moving needed US com-
merce. This is the story of one of the thou-
sands affected by the flooding and how
CBFResponds touched his life two years later.

Stan (not his real name) is 50 something
and had lived his life close to a river on the
outskirts of a small Arkansas town of 554
people. As with most river towns in the south
the main income was from agriculture. Stan
worked for a chemical company as a truck
driver. During the winter months he didn’t
work at all since there was no need for his
product. In the spring of 2010 Stan was
diagnosed with cancer. It’s not unusual for a
seasonal worker to not have health insur-
ance, and Stan was no exception. What lit-
tle he had was used to help pay his medical
bills. After four months of treatments and
rehab Stan was in remission.

Sadly, the river didn’t wait to see if he sur-
vived. His home, which was already six feet
about ground, stood in 15 feet of water for
more than 2 weeks. Glad to be alive, but
sick, broke and unemployed, Stan came
back to a complete loss and still had to get
rid of the debris. Since he wasn’t the only
one without a home he was provided a small
FEMA trailer that he could stay in for two
years. As his health would permit he re-
turned to the seasonal job, working 12 hours
a day. On Saturday he would buy what lit-
tle he could afford and began repairing his
home.

I heard about Stan in 2012. While in a
meeting of major disaster response groups I
heard some discussion concerning a couple
of families that were about to lose their

FEMA trailers. For various reasons they
were not on track to complete renovations in
time to not face homelessness for the second
time in two years. I agreed to contact Stan.

The following Saturday I found him work-
ing alone on building a closet in what was
once his “castle”. Two years, little money,
questionable health and time running out. A
lot had been done, but more was needed.
He wasn’t going to make it. After seeing his
need I explained that “we” would help him.
“Whose is we?” he asked. I told him CBF
was made up of people who cared about
others and we would do what we could. He
then said something to me that I will never
forget, “I don’t need anyone offering me a
loan that I can’t pay back, I simply need
help”.

(I now realize the times I’ve simply need
help. Thank God someone has always been
there.)

I asked Stan to make me a list of every-
thing needed to finish his home enough to
get out of the FEMA trailer. I took the list to
a local home supply, shared the need and
received a healthy discount and offer of a
store employee to spend as much time as
needed with Stan and me to select the need-
ed items.

Six Saturdays from meeting him just off
that gravel road in that little southern town,
we loaded the ceiling tile, floor coverings,
doors, shower, sinks, kitchen cabinets, refrig-
erator, stove and dishwasher into the truck
his employer loaned him. He had asked his
son to join us at the store so he could thank
me as well. The son brought his wife and
Stan’s 7 year old grandson. I felt a little
embarrassed since this wasn’t my money,
but yours.

Now you know what we do with some of
your money when you donate to CBF-
Responds. We don’t let it sit in a bank wait-
ing for something bad to happen. We put it
to work in the Kingdom.

Charles Ray

Isaac Leaves 13,000
Families Flooded

CBF has answered the call to assist in the
massive flooding as a result of Hurricane
Isaac. We have mobilized in the LaPlace,
LA area west of New Orleans. Our facili-
ties can house up to 40 responders a day.
CBF shower units are on site; working with
other partners we can house and feed you.
Hopefully you will put a team together and
assist in this massive effort. The following
is a brief overview of what it takes to
become involved.
Transportation. On your own, as a
church group, or coordinate with others
going from your region.
Arrival/Departure. Plan to arrive by 6
p.m. (CDT) Sunday or Monday at host facil-
ity. Depart Saturday morning to arrive
home early evening.
Accommodations. Louisiana CBF Co-
ordinator, Reid Doster has arranged for
safe, clean, air conditioned lodging, show-
ers and meals, with separate accommoda-
tions for men and women, and meaningful
fellowship with others who desire to be the
presence of Christ in this hurting world.
Cost to you is $10 per day; you will be pro-
vided three healthy and delicious meals.
Lunch will be served on the worksite.
Tasks/skills. NO skills, SOME skills, or
MANY skills. Basic "mud out" tools will be
provided, but any team member who pos-
sesses specialty skills, e.g. plumbing or
electrical, should bring his or her own spe-
cialty tools. (Specific tasks needed may be
identified closer to the dates.)
Additional insurance. This coverage
is mandatory and is arranged through the
CBF AR office before you leave home. CBF
AR will pay for the coverage.
For more information or scheduling, con-
tact Charles Ray in our Little Rock office.
cray@cbfar.org • 501 680 2722 cell

2 CBFAR News



Together for Hope Arkansas, Moving Forward

Together For Hope Arkansas continues
to walk and work alongside the people of
Phillips County, Arkansas. Through 10
years of work in Phillips County and count-
less relationships built, TFHAR has identi-
fied two areas of priority, based on com-
munity priorities, organizational resources
and relationships, and the resources of our
partner churches.
TThheessee  ttwwoo  pprriioorriittiieess  wwiillll  sshhaappee

tthhee  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  mmoovviinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd..
Youth Development: Our role in com-
munity development is to look to the future
of the community, and we believe the best
way to do that is to develop young leaders.
The work of Together For Hope Arkansas
began with a focus on children, with the
renovation of the Helena Com munity
Center, and continues through mentoring
programs and camps.
• Delta Jewels empowers young women to
realize their potential, inspires creativity
and encourages community through jewel-
ry design. Members of Delta Jewels work to
design and produce quality handmade
jewelry, and proceeds from the sale of the
jewelry go directly to the designer of each
piece. 
• Servant Leadership Training is a summer
program for teenagers.  Teens learn what it
means to lead like Jesus did, as a servant
(Mark 10:42), and put their scriptural
learning into practice by serving in their
community.  In the summer of 2012, partic-
ipants developed relationships with senior
citizens in our local nursing home and chil-
dren in our Swim Camp. These students
continue to serve together throughout the

year, building relationships with one anoth-
er that lead to accountability and give them
the opportunity to positively influence their
peers. 
• Swim programming is an opportunity to
develop the health and fitness of our chil-
dren and youth.  45.8% of Phillips County’s
school children are overweight or obese.
Swim classes, coupled with ACC Swim
Camp, allow children the opportunity to be
active in a fun way, while also hearing the
gospel and experiencing the love of Christ
through the work of volunteers from across
the country.

Literacy: TFHAR’s work in literacy is fo -
cused on developing the reading skills of
young children in our community through the
Stories on Wheels bus.  SOW is a mobile
lending library and community center which
makes reading accessible to children
throughout the county.  Areas of focus
include:
• Rural communities within Phillips County,
namely Lake View and Elaine, where schools
have been consolidated with neighboring
districts.  SOW not only allows volunteers to
develop relationships with children in these
communities, but also offers literacy based
programming throughout the school year
and during the summer, allowing students to
build on skills learned in school.
• Local partnerships: SOW works with local
organizations to provide opportunities for
reading and play to children.  Partnerships
include Helena Second Saturdays, Healthy
Helena Expo, and developmental preschool
Kids for the Future.
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Shane & Dianne McNary’s, Slovakia

At the recent board meeting of Angel
House, we learned of exciting things that are
happening. The Youth Development Center is
focusing on creating a sustainable group living
arrangement. At present, the beds are all full
and one young woman is small enough to
make her bed on the wide window ledge. But
ideally, they would like to purchase a nearby
flat to make it possible to take in additional
young people who are on the waiting list. Their
exciting news for the summer was a trip to
Guilin. The tour company and guides them-
selves were moved by the opportunity to host
such a group, and thanked Angel House staff
and families for educating them about the
needs of those in society who have physical
disabilities. In January, the Child Development
Center is moving to a rotating 3 month service
plan in an attempt to serve more families. The
current plan allows children to stay indefinitely,
but with the increasing demand, the staff has
decided to be more pro-active and ask families
to take greater responsibility by receiving
training along with their child, and then con-
tinuing the therapy at home after 3 months.
Thank you for your prayers!

A Full Two Years in
Baguio

A young woman, “Julia,” was in tears
and sat with down with Cindy in her office
in the music building.  Julia’s grades were
not what she or her family were expecting.
Seminary wasn’t what she expected and
she had begun questioning her relationship
with a long-time boyfriend back home.  

A few weeks ago Ryan stopped by a
Bangladeshi student’s room because he
heard the student had been in bed all
weekend.  The student was hopeful to be
feeling better by the time classes resumed
on Tuesday.  He wouldn’t be attending class
on Tuesday because after Ryan rushed him
to the emergency room he was in surgery
for a ruptured appendix.  The surgery was
paid for with just over a hundred small do -
na  tions from students, faculty, Bangladeshi

Behind the Scenes
Much of what we do as we coordinate min-
istry with the Roma in Slovakia and the
Czech Republic is done behind the scenes.
We’re rarely in front of cameras.  We like
it that way.  The true stars are our local
partners and the groups that are sent by
God to participate in ministry.  Last month,
the sent ones came with CBF of Missouri.
They were in Slovakia to serve with a
Romani private school and a Romani
church.  The team painted three rooms at
the school and was such an encourage-
ment, that the school put a fresh coat of
paint on the walls in the hallway after the
team left.  God continues to bless the out-
reach activities done with the Romani
church through the relationships which

were made that week.  If you look closely,
the ‘D’ in Dianne marks where her shadow
can be seen.  From behind the scenes we
get the best view of what God is doing
among the Roma and those sent to minister
with them.

pastors and even some of you in Arkansas.  
Our ministry spans a wide spectrum.  A

few months ago we were helping to host
the U.S. Ambassador, Harry K. Thomas, for
a speech on human trafficking.  A few
weeks before that we distributed donated
shoes at the Baguio City dump so children
could attend school.  Most of our time,
however, is spent ministering on and
around the seminary campus:  teaching
classes, attending meetings, solving prob-
lems and providing guidance to students
from 13 different countries. 

We’re so grateful for the support from
Arkansas CBF churches and your commit-
ment to global missions.  Thank you for
partnering with us to empower students as
they seek to faithfully fulfill God’s call in
their lives.     

Global Missions

Brenda Lisenby, China

Ryan & Cindy Clark, Philippines

CBF Offering for Global Missions
From Bali, Canada, Malaysia and dozens of

places in between, you will find God working and
changing lives through CBF ministries. The CBF

Offering for Global Missions provides funding for
the powerful ministries of more than 135 CBF field
personnel. Will you give? Will you promote the

Offering in your church so that others will 
know of this vital need? 

New! Order online CBF Offering for Global
Missions resources for your church

www.thefellowship.info/OGM
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Remember the vintage slo-
gan that claimed you weren't
really clean until you were
"Zestfully clean"?  Can that real-
ly be true?  Sure, soap can make
you clean, but can it really give
you a new zest for living?  You
bet it can!  Recently, LUCHA

Ministries teamed with Jerry, a retired chemist, who had a dream of
teaching the art of soap-making to our Latino friends as a platform for
developing micro-business ventures.  A wonderful dream to be sure,
but what we didn't anticipate was that, as our Latino friends began to
experiment with oils, measure and stir the soap's elements, cut the fin-
ished product, and place it in attractive packaging, their self-confi-
dence grew and their pride bubbled over as they realized they were
making something they could not only sell for a profit, but could use to
bless and minister to others.  Their enthusiasm -- indeed, their zest --
to serve has been a blessing to us.  No longer just recipients of mis-
sion, these eager, spirited soap-makers have become our ministry col-
leagues!  And now we all have a new zest for serving our Lord!

At the invitation of
Chaplain James King
(LTC), a CBF endorsed
chap  lain, Charles Ray
spoke to 1,000 military
personnel during both
Protestant chapel servic-
es at Fort Belvoir, VA on
Sunday, September 23.
Ray is CBF’s Disaster Re -
sponse Coordinator for
the US, and Special Pro -
jects Coordinator for CBF
of Arkansas.

The US Army Chap -
lains’ program had dedi-
cated that Sunday as
CBF Disaster Response
day and offerings were given for that purpose.  

In introducing Charles, Col King reminded the audience that “when
others have a medical procedure, we often say, they are in the hospi-
tal, but when it’s us, we say, we are having major surgery.”  He
reminded the audience that the 13,000 families flooded out of their
homes because of Hurricane Isaac were having major surgery.  The
offerings raised more than $10,000 for CBFResponds work in the US.

On Saturday morning, Charles met with about 50 male military
personnel on the subject of responding to a disaster.

CBF Disaster Response
Day at Fort Belvoir

Greg and Sue Smith, Virginia

CBFAR News  5  

CBFAR EVENTS
Public Screening of EthicsDaily.com
Documentary Sacred Texts, Social Duty
October 11 at 6:30 p.m.
Rolling Hills Baptist Church, Fayetteville

CBFAR Coordinating Council Meeting
October 19 at 5:30 p.m.
Second Baptist, Little Rock, Friday

5th Annual People Relations Worship
Churches partnering with Arkansas Baptist College
Sunday, 6:00 p.m., February 24, 2013
Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock

CBFAR Spring Conference
April 19-20, 2013
Calvary Baptist Church, Little Rock

CBF EVENTS

February 25-27, 2013
Broadway Baptist Church, Fort Worth, TX
ChurchWorks Conference provides opportunities for ministers to
discover new ideas and meet other who serve in vocational
ministry.  The conference combines worship and small group
time in a setting where ministers deepen their understanding of
their ministry and how it relates to their church environment.
This year’s conference features Princeton University professor
and author Kenda Creasey Dean, who will lead the focus on the
church, culture, and our response to the times in which we find
ourselves.  For more information, and to register, go to
www.thefellowship.info/churchworks.

Advocacy in Action
March 10-13, 2013
Washington, DC
Join the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship on a 3-day journey to 
become a voice for the world’s poor and marginalized, to advo-
cate for religious liberty, and to witness a local missional con-
gregation in action.
For more information, see www.thefellowship.info/advocacy

CBF General Assembly
June 26-29, 2013, Sheraton Hotel & Koury Convention Center
Greensboro, NC   To register: www.thefellowship.info/assembly



In memory of Dr. Dale & Olive Cowling and 
Dr. Tom & Ethel Logue by Dr. Boo & Mary Heflin

In memory of Warren McLellan by Wanda McLellan
In memory of Wilson Deese by Katie Jacks
In memory of Jim Harris by Dr. Boo and Mary Heflin
In memory of Truett Goatcher by Lillian Goatcher
In memory of Nancy Brazil, Dick Rideout, Harold St.    
Gemme, Christina Spear, Bill Talley, Rev. Marlin Gennings,  
& Jim Harris by Ray & Judy Higgins

Harriet Aylor, First Baptist, Mountain Home
Wesley Brown, Christway Missionary Baptist, Little Rock
Jim Caldwell, First Baptist, Pine Bluff
Chase Callahan, First Baptist, Jonesboro
Jeanie Curry, First Baptist, Arkadelphia
Sue Farrow, Barcelona Road Baptist, Hot Springs Village
Reggie Favors, St. Mark Baptist, Little Rock

Charlie Fuller, Second Baptist, Little Rock
Dr. Patricia Griffen, New Millennium, Little Rock
Carol Heavin, Calvary Baptist, Little Rock
Rev. Kathy Holler, First Baptist, Jonesboro
Tim Hyde, Pulaski Heights Baptist, Little Rock
Dr. Otto Loewer, Rolling Hills Baptist, Fayetteville
Judy Moses, Pulaski Heights Baptist, Little Rock

Emily Piechocki, Providence Baptist, Little Rock
Dr. John Wayne Smith, First Baptist, Hot Springs
Will Tate, Allen Temple AME, Helena
Dr. John Wikman, East Side Baptist, Fort Smith
Tony Woodell, Calvary Baptist, Little Rock
Dr. Lynn Worthen, First Baptist, Pine Bluff
Jennifer Wylie, First Baptist, El Dorado

In honor of Hal & Mitzi Bass by Raouf & Rachel Halaby
In honor of Ken & Lou Ann Locke by Raouf & Rachel Halaby
In honor of Steve Garner by Raouf & Rachel Halaby
In honor of Edwina Thedford by Raouf & Rachel Halaby
In honor of Marc Heflin by Sharon Heflin
In honor of Dr. Alan and Janet Nye and Chad Causey 
and the Ride for Hope by Larry and Janice Cheatham

In honor of Dr. Jamie & Beverly Jones by Charlie & Sam Chaffin

CBFAR FINANCE UPDATE
July through September 2012 Income

$27,742

Budget
$50,777

Income this time last year
$37,678

CBFAR Offering for Hope Goal
$25,000

Offering for Hope 1/1/12 - 9/30/12
$43,762

Together for Hope 2012 Budget
$85,000

Special Gifts to CBF OF Arkansas

CBFAR Coordinating Council Members

Cooperative Baptist
FELLOWSHIP
of Arkansas

1504 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
Little Rock, AR 72202

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Keep in touch with CBF of ARKANSAS
Through our website: www.cbfar.org.

Please send your email additions to
rhiggins@cbfar.org if you would like to be

included in our email communications.

CBFAR Staff
Dr. Ray Higgins, Coordinator

Charles Ray, National Disaster Response Coordinator
and CBFAR’s Special Projects Coordinator

Catherine Bahn, Codirector
Mollie Palmer, Codirector, Together for Hope Arkansas

Chrystal Ball, Administrative & Communications Specialist
Judy Higgins, Bookkeeper

CBFAR Officers
Marc Heflin, Little Rock-Moderator

Rev. Steve Sheely, Fayetteville-Moderator-Elect
Rev. Carolyn Staley, Little Rock-Past Moderator

Cindy Fuller, Little Rock-Recorder
Rev. Steve Sheely, Fayetteville-AR member of the

CBF National Coordinating Council


